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Nipal, were the matters which engrossed the chief
attention of all the Mahratta powers during the
season of 1815-16. Holkur's troops were collect-
ed and held in some state of preparation during
the month of September; but the pecuniary em-
barrassments of that court were growing every
day greater; insomuch, that, in December, the
two regent widows, Meena Baee and Toolsee Baee,
were obliged to fly with their ward, MuUiar Rao
Holkur, to take refuge with Zalim Singh, the ma-
nager of Kota, until the mutinous disposition of
the troops, who had for some time been sitting
dhurna* on the court for pay, could either be
quelled, or their demands satisfied. They effected
their escape on horseback after the young Holkur
had l>een carried in procession with the Tazeea
(the bier of Hoosein), during the Moohurrum, and
thus got off unsuspected to Zalim Singh's fort of
Gungerial. Before April 1816, the two widows,
connecting .themselves with different parties, came
to *a final rupture; and Meena Baee, suspecting
that Toolsee Baee's party had a design to seize her
person, fled back for protection to a body of the

" * Dhurna is a kind of incessant importunity practised by
creditors, when they have no other way of recovering their
debt. 'The dun sits outside the door, under a vow not to eat
till paid; and, if a Brahmin, or of bigb caste, the creditor must
practise similar abstinence until he pays. When troops sit
Dhurna, tbey form a mutinous assemblage round the tent or
p^lkce of their sovereign or chief, and hotunfrequently subject
him-to personal indignities and violence.